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Elaine Brodsky in recognition of their long-
term commitment to local community and
charitable causes. For almost 30 years, this
North Brooklyn power couple has helped
shape the Williamsburg neighborhood into the
vibrant community it is today.

Elaine and Norm Brodsky have generously
supported the local community and its chari-
table causes since opening CitiStorage, an ar-
chival storage and records management com-
pany, in Williamsburg, Brooklyn in 1990. They
became full-time residents of the neighbor-
hood in 2001, when Norm fulfilled his promise
to build an apartment on the fourth floor of
their office building/warehouse. Their family
had been residents of Atlantic Beach for 32
years before moving to Brooklyn. The couple
sold the company in 2007 but still live in Wil-
liamsburg, where they continue to be pillars of
the community.

Norm, who was born in Brooklyn, attended
Rider University and received his Doctorate of
Law from Brooklyn Law School. He is cur-
rently involved in three entrepreneurial ven-
tures—a chain of fast, casual Japanese res-
taurants in NYC, hotels in North Dakota, and
an entrepreneurial, education company called
Birthing of Giants. For more than 20 years
Norm has written “Street Smarts,” a monthly
column in Inc. magazine. He is the author of
a well-respected business book, The Knack.
He provides pro bono business consulting ad-
vice to a significant number of entrepreneurs
who come to visit him in his office in Williams-
burg, Brooklyn. Norm is also a strong advo-
cate for the community’s transit needs and
has hosted meetings for local residents and
businesses to weigh in on the impacts of the
ongoing L train repairs.

Elaine, an Elmira College graduate and
former teacher, also worked as a mental
health professional and conducted family
workshops for Inc. Magazine conferences for
many years. The Brodskys have won several
business awards for their company -culture
which has been featured in various business
books and magazine articles. Elaine is a
Board member of the League Education and
Treatment Center and the Brooklyn Chamber
of Commerce. She has been the Chair of the
North Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce since
its inception, over four years ago. The couple
is actively involved with the North Brooklyn
Angels mobile food truck which delivers meals
and offers counseling services to the local
neighborhood.

Elaine and Norm have been married for 48
years and are the proud parents of their two
daughters, Beth and Rachel, and grand-
parents to Sophie, Eitan, and Ava.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the magnanimous contributions
of Norm and Elaine Brodsky, whose dedica-
tion to community is truly an inspiration.

———

HONORING THE MESSIAH COLLEGE
MEN’S SOCCER TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE NCAA DIVISION III NA-
TIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | extend
sincere congratulations to the Messiah College
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Men’s Soccer Team for winning the NCAA Di-
vision Il National Championship. This is the
11th time the Messiah Falcons earned the
title, “National Champions.”

The Falcons defeated the North Park Vi-
kings in a 2—1 victory on December 2, 2018.
The win completed a 24-2 campaign for the
Falcons that matched their team record for
single-season wins, while also making Mes-
siah 11-for-11 in title game appearances.

The dedication and perseverance of these
student athletes should inspire everyone. | ex-
tend my congratulations as well to head coach
Brad McCarty, and the school officials, family
and friends who supported these young men
on their incredible journey.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | commend and congratu-
late the Messiah College Men’s Soccer Team
on the hard work and determination that led to
their National Championship.

RECOGNIZING LANCE LINARES

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Lance Linares on the occasion
of his retirement as CEO of the Community
Foundation of Santa Cruz County after twenty-
two years in the position. Lance’s career
began at KUSP, a Christian music broad-
casting station in the area. Following his time
at KUSP, Lance found his home at the Com-
munity Foundation of Santa Cruz County. The
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County
helps non-profit agencies establish the funds
they need in order to serve their communities.
Under his leadership, the Community Founda-
tion of Santa Cruz County’s work has sup-
ported the arts, education, health, human
services, environmental advocacy, and dis-
aster relief.

Under Lance’s leadership, the Community
Foundation of Santa Cruz County grew from
$6 million in assets at the start of his tenure
to over $100 million in assets. Lance’s ability
to connect charitable and community oriented
organizations with funds is just one example
of his successes. He maintains that his efforts
would not have been possible without the
Santa Cruz community’s support and chari-
table character. Many local philanthropic orga-
nizations who benefit from this support, such
as the Jack and Peggy Baskin Center for Phi-
lanthropy, Healthy Kids Initiative, and Second
Harvest Food Bank stand as a testament to
these efforts. Lance’s support of impact invest-
ment also helps support small businesses
which ultimately expand and foster economic
growth in the community. As the representa-
tive for the 20th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia, | am deeply grateful for Lance’s com-
mitment to serving our communities.

| would like to personally congratulate Mr.
Linares on his well-earned retirement and wish
him the best with his future endeavors. Mr.
Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in the
House join me in congratulating Mr. Lance
Linares for his twenty-two years of service to
the community of Santa Cruz and for bettering
the lives of numerous individuals through the
projects he has supported during his tenure.
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RECOGNIZING MULBERRY BAPTIST
CHURCH ON THEIR 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize  Mulberry Baptist Church, of
Emmerton, Virginia, on their 150th anniver-
sary. The church was organized in 1868 when
David Veney led a group of African-American
worshippers to secure letters of proper dis-
missal and leave Jerusalem Baptist Church to
organize a church. David Veney went on to
become the first pastor and donated an acre
of land for the first building. Mulberry Baptist
has been led by 12 pastors in its 150 year his-
tory. Through the years, Mulberry has pro-
vided a quality Christian foundation for young
people who moved from Richmond County
upon completing their public school education.
Currently, Mulberry has a congregation of ap-
proximately 275 members consisting of crafts-
men, entrepreneurs, civil servants, doctors,
ministers, and educators with weekly worship.

Mr. Speaker, | pray for Christ’s guidance as
the congregation comes together in His name
and fellowship. May God always bless Mul-
berry Baptist Church as they continue to
spread Christ's word and remain a light within
the community.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR.
MURPHY

HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to extend a heartfelt thank you to
Dr. Bruce Murphy for his service as president
of Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, Lou-
isiana. Dr. Murphy has spent his career invest-
ing in higher education and has tirelessly
served as Nicholls’ fifth president over the last
four years. Throughout his tenure, many uni-
versities across the country struggled to attract
and retain students, but Nicholls’ actually in-
creased enrollment four consecutive semes-
ters. | am most impressed by his efforts to
prepare students at Nicholls University for suc-
cessful integration into the real world that
awaits upon graduation. The school’s partner-
ship with Fletcher Community College, for ex-
ample, has resulted in significant progress in
workforce development. Aside from his service
as president of Nicholls State University, both
President Murphy and his wife, Jeanne Mur-
phy, are retired from the U.S. Army, having
earned the rank of lieutenant colonel and colo-
nel, respectively. Dr. and Mrs Murphy gener-
ously served on our military academy review
board. | am proud that they devoted time in
their busy lives to play an active role in the re-
cruitment of young Louisiana leaders to our
nation’s military service academies. Thank you
Dr. Murphy for your commitment to excellence
at Nicholls, your service to the state of Lou-
isiana, and your service to our nation. My sin-
cerest congratulations on an incredible career
and your time served as Nicholls’ president.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
Roll Call votes 658, 659, 660, and 661 on
Wednesday, December 6, 2017. Had | been
present, | would have voted Nay on Roll Call
votes 658, 659, and 660, and | would have
voted Yea on Roll Call vote 661.

———

RUSSIA BANNED FROM WINTER
OLYMPICS BY I.0.C.

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, include in the
RECORD following article:
[From the New York Times, Dec. 5, 2017]

RUSSIA BANNED FROM WINTER OLYMPICS BY
1.0.C.

(By Rebecca R. Ruiz and Tariq Panja)

LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND.—Russia’s Olym-
pic team has been barred from the 2018 Win-
ter Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea.
The country’s government officials are for-
bidden to attend, its flag will not be dis-
played at the opening ceremony and its an-
them will not sound.

Any athletes from Russia who receive spe-
cial dispensation to compete will do so as in-
dividuals wearing a neutral uniform, and the
official record books will forever show that
Russia won zero medals.

That was the punishment issued Tuesday
to the proud sports juggernaut that has long
used the Olympics as a show of global force
but was exposed for systematic doping in
previously unfathomable ways. The Inter-
national Olympic Committee, after com-
pleting its own prolonged investigations that
reiterated what had been known for more
than a year, handed Russia penalties for
doping so severe they were without prece-
dent in Olympics history.

The ruling was the final confirmation that
the nation was guilty of executing an exten-
sive state-backed doping program. The
scheme was rivaled perhaps only by the no-
torious program conducted by East Germany
throughout the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s.

Now the sports world will wait to see how
Russia responds. Some Russian officials had
threatened to boycott if the 1.0.C. delivered
such a severe punishment.

President Vladimir V. Putin seemed to pre-
dict a boycott of the Pyeongchang Games
with a defiant dismissal of the doping scan-
dal and a foreign policy in recent years that
has centered on the premise that he has res-
cued Russia from the humiliation inflicted
on it by the West after the collapse of the
Soviet Union. His spokesman, Dmitri S.
Peskov, said no boycott was under discussion
before the announcement, however, and the
news broke late in the evening in Moscow
when an immediate official reaction was un-
likely.

In barring Russia’s team, Olympic officials
left the door open for some Russian athletes.
Those with histories of rigorous drug testing
may petition for permission to compete in
neutral uniforms. A panel appointed by the
International Olympic Committee will rule
on each athlete’s eligibility.
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Although it is unknown exactly how many
will clear that bar, it is certain that the con-
tingent from Russia will be depleted signifi-
cantly. Entire sports—such as biathlon and
cross-country skiing, in which Russia has ex-
celled and in which its drug violations have
been many—could be wiped out completely.

Olympic officials made two seemingly sig-
nificant concessions to Russia:

Any of its athletes competing under a neu-
tral flag will be referred to as Olympic Ath-
letes from Russia. That is a departure from
how the I.0.C. has handled neutral athletes
in the past. For example, athletes from Ku-
wait, which was barred from the 2016 Sum-
mer Games, were identified as Independent
Olympic Athletes last year in Rio de Janei-
ro.

Olympics officials said they might lift the
ban on Russia in time for the closing cere-
mony, suggesting the nation’s flag could
make a symbolic appearance in the final
hours of the Pyeongchang Games.

Thomas Bach, president of I1.0.C., has said
he was perturbed not only by Russia’s wide-
spread cheating but by how it had been ac-
complished: by corrupting the Olympic lab-
oratory that handled drug testing at the
Games, and on orders from Russia’s own
Olympic officials.

“This decision should draw a line under
this damaging episode,” Mr. Bach said at a
news conference, noting that Alexander Zhu-
kov, the president of Russia’s Olympic Com-
mittee whom the I1.0.C. suspended from its
membership Tuesday, had issued an apol-
ogy—something global regulators have long
requested from the nation.

In an elaborate overnight operation at the
2014 Sochi Games, a team assembled by Rus-
sia’s sports ministry tampered with more
than 100 urine samples to conceal evidence of
top athletes’ steroid use throughout the
course of competition. More than two dozen
Russian athletes have been disqualified from
the Sochi standings as a result, and Olympic
officials are still sorting through the tainted
results and rescinding medals.

At the coming Games, Mr. Bach said Tues-
day, a special medal ceremony will reassign
medals to retroactive winners from Sochi.
But, in light of legal appeals from many of
the Russian athletes who have been disquali-
fied by the 1.0.C., it is uncertain if all results
from Sochi will be finalized in time.

The Russian Olympic Committee was also
fined $15 million on Tuesday, money that
global officials said will be put toward drug-
testing international athletes.

[Read The Times’s report that first laid
out the details of Russia’s doping scheme,
and the exclusive story of a whistle-blower’s
personal diaries that were shared with inves-
tigators.]

The punishment announced Tuesday re-
sembles what antidoping regulators had lob-
bied for leading up to the 2016 Summer
Games, where Russia was allowed to partici-
pate but in restricted numbers. It is likely to
face a legal appeal from Russia’s Olympic
Committee.

The decision was announced after top
International Olympic Committee officials
had met privately with Mr. Zhukov; Vitaly
Smirnov, Russia’s former sports minister
who was last year appointed Mr. Putin to
lead a national antidoping commission to re-
deem Russia’s standing in global sports; and
Evgenia Medvedeva, a two-time world skat-
ing champion.

‘“Everyone is talking about how to punish
Russia, but no one is talking about how to
help Russia,”” Mr. Smirnov said, sipping a
hot beverage in the lobby of the Lausanne
Palace Hotel before delivering his final ap-
peal to officials. ‘‘Of course we want our ath-
letes there, and we want the Russian flag and
anthem,’’ he said.
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That appeal was rejected in light of the
conclusions of Samuel Schmid, a former
president of Switzerland whom the Olympic
committee appointed last year to review the
findings of a scathing investigation commis-
sioned by the World Anti-Doping Agency.

““The analysis is clear and water-tight,”
Mr. Schmid said Tuesday. In a 30-page re-
port, he affirmed the credibility of whistle-
blowers and investigators who had followed
their leads and evidence.

Tuesday’s penalty was in line with what
had been advocated by two key whistle-blow-
ers whose accounts upended Russia’s stand-
ing in global sports over the last several
years and were cited in Mr. Schmid’s report:
Grigory Rodchenkov, the chemist who spent
10 years as Russia’s antidoping lab chief and
was Kkey to carrying out the cheating
schemes in Sochi; and Vitaly Stepanov, a
former employee of Russia’s antidoping
agency who married a runner for Russia’s
national team and was the first to speak
publicly about the nation’s institutionalized
cheating.

“The world knows that hundreds of Olym-
pic dreams have been stolen by the doping
system in the country where I was born,”’
Mr. Stepanov wrote in an affidavit submitted
to the International Olympic Committee
this fall. He had suggested banning Russia’s
Olympic Committee for two years, or until
the nation’s antidoping operations are recer-
tified by regulators. Russia and its indi-
vidual athletes are all but certain to miss
the 2018 Paralympics given regulators’ re-
fusal to recertify the nation last month.

““The evidence is clear, that the doping sys-
tem in Russia has not yet been truly re-
formed,” Mr. Stepanov wrote.

Dr. Rodchenkov is living in an undisclosed
location in the United States under protec-
tion of federal authorities. In August, ‘‘Ica-
rus,” a film detailing Dr. Rodchenkov’s move
to the United States and tell-all account,
was released. In addition to sworn testimony
and forensic evidence, Mr. Schmid cited the
film as further evidence in his report.

““Russia’s consistent denials lack any
credibility, and its failure to produce all evi-
dence in its possession only further confirms
its high-level complicity,” Jim Walden, a
lawyer for Dr. Rodchenkov, said Tuesday.
The Russian sports ministry did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment.

Tuesday’s decision could have con-
sequences for another major sports event
scheduled to be held in Russia, next year’s
$11 billion soccer World Cup. The nation’s
deputy prime minister, Vitaly Mutko, was
Russia’s top sports official during the 2014
Sochi Games and was directly implicated by
Dr. Rodchenkov. As part of Tuesday’s ruling,
Mr. Mutko was barred for life from the
Olympics.

Mr. Mutko is also the chairman of the
local organizing committee for the World
Cup, but FIFA said in a statement Tuesday
that the I1.0.C.’s punishments for Olympic
doping would have ‘‘no impact’ on its prep-
arations for the tournament, which begins in
June.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF LEGAL SERVICES
OF NEW JERSEY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 7, 2017
Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

congratulate Legal Services of New Jersey on
its 50th anniversary. This milestone and the
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